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The Orthodox Church, one, holy, catholic and apostolic, is present 

today on all the continents and, with its presence and apostolic labor, 

witnesses to the Gospel to all peoples, fulfilling thereby Christ’s 

command: “Go and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”

Introduction

B i s h o p  D a n i l o  K r s t i c  a n d  H i e r om on k  A m f i l o h i j e  R a do v i c ,  N o  Fa i t h  I s  

M o r e  B e a u t i f u l  T h a n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Fa i t h  ( L os  A ng e l e s ,  C A :  S e ba s t i a n  

P r e s s ,  2 0 1 5 ) ,  7 7 .  



4

What is the Orthodox Church? And how do Orthodox 

Christians approach the study of Scripture? 

For many believers outside of Orthodoxy, Orthodox 

Christianity seems exotic and foreign. But for 

believers inside her communion, she is sometimes 

called the Ark of Salvation, seen as the fullness of 

faith, the original Christian church, and the only sure 

place to find Christ. 

Due to this unique perspective, the Orthodox approach 

Bible study a little differently and have a unique 

perspective on many key doctrines of Christianity.

Today’s Topic
O R I GI N A L  C H R IS T I A N I T Y

1. Understanding the basics of Orthodox history

2. Orthodoxy: A worldwide faith

3. Orthodox faith is tradition

4. So what are the core beliefs of this Orthodox 

tradition?

5. Prominent Orthodox figures

6. Deeper aspects of Orthodoxy

7. Festivals and feasts of Orthodoxy

8. How the Orthodox approach Bible study



Orthodoxy sees itself as the church of history. It sees itself not 

merely as an institution to join or a set of beliefs to affirm, but 

rather as the meeting place of God and the body of Christ. 

The Orthodox Church regards itself as a living, breathing spiritual 

entity that carries this direct encounter with the love and wisdom of 

Jesus Christ forward through the ages.

Understanding the Basics of 
Orthodox Church History

“The Orthodox Church is not a 

religious view; it is a theophany, 

a manifestation of God.”

Archimandrite Vasileios

Archimandrite Vasileios of Iveron and Bishop Maxim 

Vasijlevic, eds., (A Thunderbolt of Everliving Thought: 

“American” Conversations with an Athonite Elder 

lhambra: Sebastian Press, 2014), 21.
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Spiritual Lineage
O R I GI N A L  C H R IS T I A N I T Y

Orthodox Christians trace their spiritual lineage back to the early Christian communities established by 

the apostles. The term "Christian" was first used in Antioch (Acts 11:26), marking a significant moment 

in the history of the Church.

• The disciples of Christ were sent to “turn the world upside down” with the gospel (Acts 17:6).

• The message of the gospel was received in various places, leading to the establishment of 

particular churches—Saint Peter went to Rome;  Andrew went to Constantinople; Mark went to 

Egypt; Thomas went to India; and so on.

• Notable early churches mentioned in the New Testament include Corinth, Philippi, and 

Thessalonica—today known as Corinth, Filippoi, and Thessaloniki.

• Many of these particular communities still exist today through faithfulness to the Apostolic 

ministry and teachings.
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Preservation of the Church
O R I GI N A L  C H R IS T I A N I T Y

Quote: “The Apostles handed down to their successors that which they had received from the Lord: the 

same faith, the same Baptism, the same Holy Mysteries, the same Godly life.” 

- Bishop Danilo and Hieromonk Amfilohije (51)

• The Orthodox view emphasizes that the revealing of the Church has been carefully preserved 

through apostolic succession.

• This teaching asserts that proper authority in the Church comes from an unbroken chain of 

ordinations from the apostles to contemporary bishops.

• A simultaneous commitment to the Orthodox faith and teachings is equally important.

• This unbroken chain of faith and order is a key belief in Orthodoxy, providing a direct link to 

Christ and His teachings.
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Orthodox Christianity is a worshiping faith, and 

as dogmatic theology professor Harry Boosalis 

writes: 

“Indeed liturgical worship lies at the very center 

of the life of the Orthodox Church. To worship 

Christ remains the ultimate focus of Holy 

Tradition.” Harry Boosalis, Holy Tradition: Ecclesial Experience 

of Life in Christ (South Canaan: St. Tikhon’s Monastery 

Press, 2013), 34.
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A Worshiping Faith
O R I GI N A L  C H R IS T I A N I T Y

We call our faith “Orthodox” because the church endured many persecutions throughout history that 

posed a threat to the truth, including numerous theological debates and controversies. 

• Literally meaning “right belief,” and alternatively translated “right glory,” Orthodox 

Christianity is a worshiping faith, grounded in the ancient Scriptures and the historic worship 

life and liturgical rites of the church.

• The worship of Christ is intimately linked with personal purification and our understanding of 

truth: “All the truths of faith … are only revealed to a prayerful mind and a pure heart.” 

(Bishop Danilo, 83).

• In Orthodox perspective, sin can be a barrier to understanding and illumination.
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Creeds & Councils
O R I GI N A L  C H R IS T I A N I T Y

• Our dedication to Orthodoxy as “right belief” is 

exemplified through our historical participation in 

the Seven Ecumenical Councils of the first 

millennium.

• These councils, convened between the fourth and 

eighth centuries, were crucial in defining and 

defending the Orthodox Christian faith against 

emerging heresies.

• Bishops from across the Christian world attended 

these councils, making significant decisions that 

continue to impact Orthodox Christians today, and 

are part of the legacy of all Christian groups.

• One of the most significant outcomes of these councils is the 

Nicene–Constantinopolitan Creed, commonly known as the 

Nicene Creed.

• In unison, we say, “I believe in God the Father Almighty, 

maker of Heaven and Earth…” 

• The Nicene Creed unites individual Orthodox Christians in a 

corporate profession of belief in God as revealed through 

Christ, culminating in the understanding of God as the eternal 

Trinity.

• To this day, Orthodox Christians recite the original, unaltered 

Creed established in AD 381, reflecting our commitment to the 

teachings of the early Church.

The Nicene Creed
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Patriarchates
O R I GI N A L  C H R IS T I A N I T Y

As we mentioned earlier, the Church was organized around Bishops in Apostolic Succession. It’s 

important to note that at that point in church history, Christianity had begun to coalesce around ancient 

centers of faith, known in Orthodoxy as “patriarchates,” consolidating administrative needs as the 

Church expanded.

• The unity of the Church across vast distances was preserved by organizing and consolidating 

territories under “patriarchs.” 

• The rise of the five early patriarchates, known as the Pentarchy, enabled the unity of the church 

across vast distances, and were located in Rome, Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, and 

Jerusalem. 

• These centers of authority and spiritual leadership preserved the unity of the Church through 

their shared faith and decisions in council. 
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Tensions between the Patriarch of 

Rome (i.e., the Pope) and the Eastern 

Patriarchates led to a separation 

between East and West in the 

eleventh century, known as the Great 

Schism.

Bishop Danilo offers this explanation:

“Until that time not only the East but the West also belonged to the one, 

holy, catholic and apostolic Church of Christ. The reason for the 

separation was the introduction of various innovations in the West into the 

teaching of the undivided Church.”

East and West were One

Bishop Danilo lists the doctrinal matters at issue:

“The Filioque, the absolute primacy of the pope and the infallibility of the 

pope, the inquisition and indulgences, created grace, purgatory, the 

abolishment of the epiclesis—the invocation of the Holy Spirit at the Divine 

Liturgy—and, later, the introduction of new non-Orthodox doctrines 

concerning the Mother of God, the elimination of fasting, etc.”

How Wide the Divide?
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Though several issues contributed to 

the schism, it was really papal claims 

from Rome in coordination with the 

unilateral insertion of the phrase “and 

the Son” (Filioque) by Rome into the 

Nicene Creed that caused the rupture 

in unity. History books frequently 

recount a scene AD 1054 where papal 

legates bring notice of 

excommunication to the Patriarch of 

Constantinople to dramatic effect, but 

it is not altogether clear that this 

moment was a clean break.

Bishop Danilo writes, “The chasm between Orthodoxy and the Latin West 

became particularly acute after the coming of the Crusaders to the East in 

the beginning of the 13th century, and the establishment of a Latin 

kingdom in Constantinople (1204 AD). The Western occupiers desecrated 

many shrines in the East, and even trampled upon our Holy Communion 

in the chalice. The result was a chilling of that mutual, centuries-old 

brotherly love that held us in unity.”

The Crusades and Sack of Constantinople

With the sack of Constantinople, Communion was certainly broken. 

Conversations resumed at the Council of Florence in the fifteenth century, 

but to no effect—and only in the modern era have ecumenical conversations 

between Orthodoxy and the Roman Pope resumed.

Getting the Band Back Together?



A Worldwide Faith

As Christianity spread globally, it 

significantly influenced the societies 

that embraced the faith.

Individuals who found Christ 

formed nations and large 

communities, allowing Christianity 

to permeate entire cultures.

Diversity in Identity: Today, 

Orthodox Christians identify with 

various cultural backgrounds:

• Antiochian

• Bulgarian

• Greek

• Romanian

• Russian

• Serbian

• Ukrainian

• More

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 

behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” – Matthew 18:19-20



Worldwide Structures
•Autocephalous and Autonomous Churches:
• There are fourteen undisputed autocephalous (self-headed) 

Orthodox Churches worldwide, along with several autonomous 
Orthodox Churches and daughter churches.
• Historical Roots, for example:
•Antiochian Orthodox Church: Traces lineage back to the apostles 

Peter and Paul, who established the church in Antioch.
•Greek Orthodoxy: One of the most well-known branches, deeply 

rooted in the Byzantine tradition.
•Russian Orthodoxy: Emerged significantly after the 

Christianization of the Kievan Rus in the 10th century.
• Cultural Richness: Each regional church possesses its history, 

hagiography, liturgical practices, musical traditions, and artistic 
expressions, yet they remain united in faith.

“Every culture which embraces the Orthodox Faith makes its own unique 

contribution to the Church’s manifold expression of her life in Christ” 
(Boosalis, Holy Tradition, 15).
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United in Tradition
O R I GI N A L  C H R IS T I A N I T Y

Quote: “We are not called to simply ‘follow’ Tradition or ‘mimic’ Tradition. We are called to experience 

it within our own daily lives. We must live Holy Tradition just as the Saints have done and continue to 

do. Tradition must come to truly exist within us.” - Harry Boosalis (Holy Tradition, 31)

• Faith in Orthodox Christianity is more than mere intellectual assent to a set of beliefs. It is 

intimately linked to our piety (or spiritual practices), as the Church guides us on a 

transformative journey towards God, leading to a change in one’s entire being. 

• Orthodox theologians often speak of the doctrine of theosis when speaking of salvation (see 

below for further explanation). Transformation is part of salvation.

• Practices such as prayer, fasting, and partaking in the sacraments are crucial to this 

transformative journey, as God transforms the person in a kind of synergy.



“Holy Tradition is the presence of the Holy Spirit in all generations of Orthodox 

Christians to the end of the age and the world, no matter the number. It is the fruit 

of the mystical cooperation of the Holy Spirit with spirit-bearing men. That living 

and life-bearing Holy Tradition which encompasses both the written word of God 

and unwritten experience of holy men, is particularly witnessed in the works of the 

Holy Church Fathers, the Canons of the Church, the decisions of the Ecumenical 

Councils and of the local Church councils confirmed by them.”

“That living and life-bearing Holy Tradition, which encompasses both the written 

word of God and unwritten experience of holy men, is particularly witnessed in the 

works of the Holy Church Fathers, the Canons of the Church, the decisions of the 

Ecumenical Councils and of the local Church councils confirmed by them.”

- Bishop Danilo and Hieromonk Amfilohije

Orthodox Faith is Tradition
“We will not remove the age-old 

landmarks which our fathers 

have set, but we keep the 

tradition we have received. For 

if we begin to erode the 

foundations of the Church even 

a little, in no time at all the 

whole edifice will fall to the 

ground.”

- Saint John of Damascus

K
rstic and R

adovic, N
o Faith Is M

ore Beautiful, 54–55

Cited in Boosalis, Holy Tradition, 35



• Also of note, certain pieces of apocryphal literature of late 

antiquity should be considered to provide insight into the beliefs 

and practices of the early church.

• The unwritten experience of holy men and women, as witnessed in 

the lives of the saints, is part of the living tradition of the Holy 

Spirit in the Church.

• Finally, the Bible calls the church “the pillar and foundation of the 

truth” (1 Tim 3:15), and so Orthodox teachers and theological 

writings of more recent times should be considered valuable, even 

if in a qualified way. 
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An essential aspect of Orthodox Christianity is its rich monastic tradition, 

exemplified by the monasteries of Mount Athos, Meteora, and Kyiv Pechersk 

Lavra. Mount Athos, for example, has served as a spiritual lighthouse for nearly 

1,200 years, accessible only by boat. Monastic influence is evident in the 

Church’s iconography, fasting practices, and liturgical music. 

Monks devote their lives to Christ, rejecting worldly distractions and engaging 

in daily spiritual battles through fasting and prayer for the salvation of the 

world. Monasticism embodies the ascetic spirit, liturgical life, and relentless 

pursuit of prayer that characterize the Orthodox Church. Known as the 

“university of the desert,” it provides profound insights into the human heart 

and nurtures the abundant life of Holy Tradition. 

Monasticism: Praying the Tradition

While one need not be a monk to be a saint, it certainly helps...



“The whole universe is more porous than we think. The saints 

are always before the throne of God, but in a mystery, they’re 

also with us. ‘Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 

witnesses’ (Heb. 12:1), we are never alone. The ‘great cloud’ 

accompanies us in our daily lives and supports us in our 

spiritual combat. They are our unseen companions, our older 

brothers and sisters in the faith, whose prayers help us wend our 

way through this fallen world.”
Frederica Mathewes-Green, Welcome to the Orthodox Church: An Introduction 

to Eastern Christianity (Brewster: Paraclete Press, 2015), 37.

God is Glorified in His Saints: 
Teachers, Helpers, Intercessors

Saints We See at Saint Mark

• Authors

• Physicians

• Soldiers

• Fishermen & Other 

Laborers

• Musicians

• Married People

• Formerly Sexually 

Promiscuous

• Mothers & Fathers

• Kings & Queens

• Monks

• Bishops & Other Clergy

• Martyrs

• Confessors

• Prophets

• Children

• Poor & Rich Alike
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In Orthodoxy, saints 

continue to accompany us 

as the Church Triumphant, 

bolstering the Church 

Militant with their prayers 

from God’s throne. 

Church Triumphant!

To acknowledge their 

enduring presence, we 

embellish our parish walls 

and home prayer corners with 

icons. 

Saints on the Walls

These are not mere tokens of 

their past existence; instead, 

they serve as a testament to 

their continuing existence and 

their vibrant life in Christ.

Alive in Christ

“Our life is not schizophrenic, a separation of the bodily from the spiritual; that is 

why we speak of the sanctification of both the soul and the body.” 
- Archimandrite Vasileios, Thunderbolt (13)
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So in addition to knowing that saints are in heaven around the 

throne, and that they are painted upon the walls of our 

churches, we often will have relics of saints in our churches, 

connecting us to the bodies of the holy ones who have been 

energized by the Holy Spirit.

At Saint Mark we have relics of Saints Mary Magdalene, 

Basil, Herman, Luke the Physician, Nektarios, and others.

At right: Reliquary from Saint Photios Shrine, St. Augustine, Florida; photo by Jamey Bennett

Upper left: Transfiguration Icon, courtesy of Adam Kliczek, memoriesstay.com (CC-BY-SA-3.0), obtained from 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sanok,_Muzeum_Historyczne,_ikona_Przemienienie.jpg

Relics in the Churches

Mark 12:26-27: “And as for the dead being raised, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the passage 

about the bush, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacob’? He is not God of the dead, but of the living. You are quite wrong.”



Saint Mark the Evangelist

Dates Lived: c.  AD 12  – c. 68 

Feast Day: April 25 

Fast Fact: Author of the Gospel of Mark, 

he founded the episcopal see of 

Alexandria and is symbolized by the 

winged lion.

Saint Ignatius of Antioch

Dates Lived: c. AD 35 – c. 107

Feast Day: December 20 

Fast Fact: Third bishop of Antioch, he 

emphasized the real presence of Christ in 

the Eucharist and introduced the term 

“Catholic Church.” His letters provide valuable 

insights into early Christian theology and church structure, 

and he was a disciple of the Apostle John.

Saint Athanasius the Great

Dates Lived: c.  AD 296 – 373

Feast Day: January 18; May 2

Fast Fact: Bishop of Alexandria, he defended the 

divinity of Christ against Arianism and faced exile for 

his unwavering commitment to the true faith. Known 

as the “Father of Orthodoxy,” especially known for 

his work On the Incarnation. 

Saint John of Shanghai & San Francisco

Dates Lived: 1896 – 1966 

Feast Day: July 2 

Fast Fact: A Russian Orthodox bishop known 

for his humility, asceticism, and care for 

orphans, he was instrumental in preserving 

Orthodoxy, especially among Russians in “the 

diaspora” across Europe and America.
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Baptism, the first sacrament, is a 
spiritual regeneration and initiation 
into the Christian community.  The 
newly baptized is then sealed with the 
gift of the Holy Spirit during 
Chrismation, marking full 
membership in the church. 

Baptism & Chrismation

The Eucharist, or Holy Communion, 
is the most frequently observed 
sacrament, where believers partake of 
the body and blood of Christ, 
engaging in a continual relationship 
with him and being transformed by 
his real and life-giving presence. 

Holy Eucharist

The sacrament of marriage unites a 
man and woman in a holy union, 
symbolizing Christ’s love for the 
church. 

Holy Matrimony

The Anointing of the Sick provides 
healing and comfort to the physically 
and spiritually afflicted, and is offered 
in some parishes as a formal service 
during Lent (or at other times of the 
year). 

Unction

Confession is for all Orthodox 
Christians, and provides a means of 
repentance, offering forgiveness of 
sins, and time for counsel. 

Confession

Ordination sets apart individuals for 
the clerical roles within the church. 
For our clergy, if they are to be 
married they must be married prior to 
ordination.

Holy Orders

T
he Seven Sacram

ents
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Notably, prayer and fasting hold a 
central place in the Orthodox spiritual 
journey. These are not simply 
practices for the clergy and monks to 
observe, but are offered to all 
Orthodox Christians as a spiritual 
duty, our daily spiritual exercise.

Prayer is for Everyone

The church encourages daily prayer, 
with specific prayer rules. All 
Orthodox Christians should have a 
prayer book and icons in their home 
to aid in piety and enrich one’s 
personal prayer life.

Daily Prayer

We are called to fast about half the 
year, and we are taught to do so 
corporately rather than individually 
(much like we see the people of God 
do in Isaiah 58).

How Often

Fasting, traditionally observed on 
Wednesdays and Fridays (and during 
specific seasons such as Great Lent), 
is seen as a spiritual discipline, 
fostering humility and self-control.

Fasting

Many clergy, monks, and laypeople 
alike embrace practices such as the 
Jesus Prayer, sometimes using a 
simple knotted prayer rope. 

The Jesus Prayer

Fasting may range from total 
abstention to abstaining from 
particular foods. For most of the time, 
the fast is from animal products 
(including meat, dairy, and eggs), 
olive oil, and wine.

Details of Fasting

Prayer and Fasting
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The liturgical life of the Church is rich 
and beautiful, and contains a wealth of 
material to explore. To do all the cycle 
of services would require many 
volumes of books, and good chanters 
and clergy know their way around a 
lot of prayer books.

Rich & Varied Services

It does not take long to notice in 
Orthodoxy that there are often 
services that precede the service, so it 
can be confusing for visitors who 
arrive on time for liturgy that a service 
is already in progress.

Services Galore!

Orthros, or Matins, is the morning 
service, usually preceding the Divine 
Liturgy. 

Vespers and Vigils, conducted in the 
evening, are services of thanksgiving for the 
completed day and the ushering in of the 
new one. 

Morning & Evening Prayers

The Hours are short services marking 
the divisions of the day.

Daily Hours

The Divine Liturgy is the central 
service, where the faithful partake of 
the Body and Blood of Christ, 
celebrating the mystery of his death 
and resurrection.

The Divine Liturgy

Memorial services includes specific 
commemorations for the departed at 
intervals—the third day, ninth day, 
fortieth day, and annually, with 
prayers offered for the forgiveness of 
sins and the repose of the soul.

Memorial Prayers

T
his Liturgical Life
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As part of our liturgical tradition, the Orthodox have a calendar. The 

Orthodox church year begins on September 1. We have many holidays 

on our calendar, which includes both fixed and movable feasts. The 

fixed feasts, like Nativity (Christmas) and Theophany (Epiphany), occur 

on the same calendar date each year, while movable feasts, like Pascha 

(Easter), vary each year. The fasting seasons, including Great Lent and 

the Nativity Fast, prepare believers for the major feasts, encouraging 

self-examination and spiritual growth.

Introducing the Liturgical Calendar
O R I GI N A L  C H R IS T I A N I T Y

Daily Readings App
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The Orthodox Church’s liturgical year is intended to be a 

vibrant, living testament to the lives of Christ and the saints. It 

encompasses a variety of celebrations and feasts, many of 

which may seem familiar to non-Orthodox Christians, though 

they often fall on different dates due to the Orthodox Church’s 

use of two versions of the Julian calendar—as opposed to the 

Gregorian calendar used by most Western churches.

The Liturgical Calendar as Witness
O R I GI N A L  C H R IS T I A N I T Y
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The Great Feasts
O R I GI N A L  C H R IS T I A N I T Y

• The festivals and feasts of Orthodox Christianity are not just dates 
on a calendar. They are a spiritual participation in the lives and 
events of Jesus Christ, of the Theotokos, and of the saints. 

• They enable the faithful to participate in the mystery of faith in a profound, 
tangible, and communal way. 

• Each celebration is a reminder of God’s love and the hope of salvation, 
making spiritual realities real through worship, prayer, fasting, and 
communal fellowship. 

• The most important ones, the Great Feasts, commemorate pivotal events 
in the life of Christ or the Theotokos (Greek, “God-bearer” or “Mother of 
God”), and are observed with special liturgies and vigils. There are twelve 
Great Feasts in total.
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The Great Feasts
O R I GI N A L  C H R IS T I A N I T Y

• Pascha is the most significant feast in the Orthodox Church, referred to as the “Feast of 

Feasts.” Pascha, which is the Greek term for Passover, commemorates the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ and is usually observed a week or two after Western Easter. This discrepancy in dates 

arises from differing methods of calculation. The Orthodox Church follows the original method 

set by the First Ecumenical Council, held in Nicaea (AD 325). 

Other Great Feasts include:

• Nativity (Christmas) - preceded by a forty-day Fast, a spiritual preparation period mirroring 

the Lenten season, and culminates in the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. Some 

Orthodox observe this feast on January 7 (which is currently December 25 in the Julian). 

• Theophany (Epiphany) - Celebrated in January, Theophany commemorates the baptism of 

Jesus Christ in the Jordan River and the divine revelation of the Holy Trinity. It is a day of 

blessing waters in remembrance of this event.
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The Great Feasts
O R I GI N A L  C H R IS T I A N I T Y

• Ascension - Forty days after Pascha, the Feast of the Ascension commemorates Christ’s 

ascension into heaven as described in the book of Acts. The Ascension is a significant event, 

marking the completion of Jesus’s earthly mission and the beginning of the mission of the 

Church.

• Pentecost - Celebrated fifty days after Pascha, Pentecost commemorates the descent of the 

Holy Spirit upon the apostles and other followers of Jesus Christ, as described in the book of 

Acts. This event sparked the church’s mission in the world and is often referred to as the “Feast 

of the Holy Trinity.”

• Dormition of Mary (Assumption) - This day celebrates the Virgin Mary’s falling asleep and 

bodily transition from earthly life to eternal life. Observed on August 15, it’s preceded by a 

two-week fasting period.
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Lesser Feasts
O R I GI N A L  C H R IS T I A N I T Y

In addition to these feasts, there are Lesser Feasts celebrating various saints and 
events in Church history. These feasts are literally every day. 

“By sharing in this same ecclesial life of the Orthodox church, 
following the same liturgical cycles, singing the same hymns, 
reciting the same prayers and following the same ways of 
Prayer, being inspired by the same Scriptural readings, 
observing the same fasts and celebrating the same feasts—all 
Orthodox believers from throughout the centuries of the 
church’s existence, share a common Faith and communal 
experience of the abundant life in Christ.”

(Boosalis, Holy Tradition, 60.)





W h a t  a b o u t  B i b l e  S t u d y ?

• Deeply Rooted in Tradition: The Orthodox Church has a 
rich approach to Bible study, rooted in centuries of tradition 
and theological insights that emphasize personal spiritual 
growth.

• Interdependence of Church and New Testament: The New 
Testament and the Church are interdependent; the Church 
gave rise to the New Testament, emerging from its liturgical 
and sacramental life.

• Living Word of God: The Bible is regarded as God’s self-
revealing, experienced within the Church's cycles of feasts, 
fasts, and celebrations.



W h a t  a b o u t  B i b l e  S t u d y ?

• Communal Reading of Scripture: Orthodox 
Christianity promotes communal reading of Scripture, 
contrasting with traditions that prioritize private 
interpretation. This communal reading is framed by the 
Church’s tradition and guided by the Church Fathers, 
Ecumenical Councils, and liturgical texts.

• Spiritual Journey: Bible study in the Orthodox 
tradition is an exercise in piety, seeking to integrating 
faith with practice, transforming the text of Scripture 
into a vital component of the believer's life within the 
Church.



“Bad” Books of the Bible 
is an

Applied Orthodox 
Bible Study Podcast

Using Scripture, Tradition, Scholarship

http://bit.ly/2PfT4lq


Today’s presentation was written by Jamey Bennett, 

and was adapted from:

www.logos.com/grow/what-is-orthodoxy/
The full bibliography can be found at the bottom of the article on Logos.com

Want to see my sources?

https://www.logos.com/grow/what-is-orthodoxy/


Visit	http://keynotetemplate.com	for	more	free	resources!

www.simplyorthodox.info

http://bit.ly/2PfT4lq
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